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and advise the applicant that the ap-
peal procedures in subpart 1.03 of part 
1 of this chapter apply. No examination 
will be given pending decision on ap-
peal. 

(e) Before denying an application be-
cause of information received from the 
NDR, the Coast Guard will make the 
information available to the applicant 
for review and written comment. The 
applicant may submit records from the 
applicable State concerning driving 
record and convictions to the Coast 
Guard processing the application. The 
Coast Guard will hold an application 
with NDR-listed convictions pending 
the completion of the evaluation and 
delivery by the individual of the under-
lying State records. 

(f) If an applicant has one or more al-
cohol or dangerous drug-related crimi-
nal or NDR-listed convictions, if the 
applicant has ever been the user of, or 
addicted to the use of, a dangerous 
drug, or if the applicant applies before 
the minimum assessment period for his 
or her conviction has elapsed, the 
Coast Guard may consider the fol-
lowing factors, as applicable, in assess-
ing the applicant’s suitability to hold 
an MMC. This list is intended as a 
guide for the Coast Guard. The Coast 
Guard may consider other factors 
which it judges appropriate to a par-
ticular applicant, such as— 

(1) Proof of completion of an accred-
ited alcohol or drug abuse rehabilita-
tion program; 

(2) Active membership in a rehabili-
tation or counseling group, such as Al-
coholics Anonymous or Narcotics 
Anonymous; 

(3) Character references from persons 
who can attest to the applicant’s sobri-
ety, reliability, and suitability for em-

ployment in the merchant marine, in-
cluding parole or probation officers; 

(4) Steady employment; and 
(5) Successful completion of all con-

ditions of parole or probation. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77889, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.214 Security Check. 
Until April 15, 2009, the Coast Guard 

may conduct a security check on an 
applicant for an MMC, utilizing the 
criminal record review discussed in 
§ 10.211 of this part. 

§ 10.217 Merchant mariner credential 
application and examination loca-
tions. 

(a) Applicants for an MMC may apply 
to any of the Regional Examination 
Centers (RECs) or any other location 
designated by the Coast Guard. Appli-
cants may contact the National Mari-
time Center at 100 Forbes Drive, Mar-
tinsburg, WV 25404, by telephone 1–888– 
427–5662 or 304–433–3400, or by email at 
IASKNMC@uscg.mil. A list of locations 
approved for application submittal is 
available through the Coast Guard Web 
site at http://www.uscg.mil/nmc. 

(b) Exam Locations. (1) Coast Guard 
units abroad may conduct exams for 
ratings at locations other than the 
RECs, but are not prepared to conduct 
practical examinations. 

(2) The Coast Guard may designate 
additional exam facilities/locations to 
provide services to applicants for 
MMCs. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77890, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.219 Fees. 
(a) Use table 1 to § 10.219(a) to cal-

culate the mandatory fees for MMCs 
and associated endorsements. 

TABLE 1 TO § 10.219(a)—FEES 

If you apply for 

And you need 

Evaluation then 
the fee is . . . 

Examination then 
the fee is . . . 

Issuance then 
the fee is . . . 

MMC with officer endorsement: 
Original: 

Upper level 1 ............................................................................ $100 $110 $45 
Lower level 2 ............................................................................ 100 95 45 
Renewal .................................................................................. 50 45 45 
Raise of grade ........................................................................ 100 45 45 
Modification or removal of limitation or scope ........................ 50 45 45 

Radio officer endorsement: 
Original .................................................................................... 50 45 45 
Renewal .................................................................................. 50 n/a 45 
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TABLE 1 TO § 10.219(a)—FEES—Continued 

If you apply for 

And you need 

Evaluation then 
the fee is . . . 

Examination then 
the fee is . . . 

Issuance then 
the fee is . . . 

Staff officer endorsements: 
Original .................................................................................... 90 n/a 45 
Renewal .................................................................................. 50 n/a 45 

MMC with rating endorsement: 
Original endorsement for ratings other than qualified ratings 95 n/a 45 
Original endorsement for qualified rating ............................... 95 140 45 
Upgrade or raise of Grade ...................................................... 95 140 45 
Renewal endorsement for ratings other than qualified ratings 50 n/a 45 
Renewal endorsement for qualified rating .............................. 50 45 45 
Modification or removal of limitation or scope ........................ 50 45 45 

STCW endorsement: 
Original .................................................................................... (4) (4) (4) 
Renewal .................................................................................. (4) (4) (4) 
Reissue, replacement, and duplicate ..................................... n/a n/a 3 45 

1 Upper level means credentials authorizing service on vessels of any gross tons/unlimited tonnage or unlimited propulsion 
power. 

2 Lower level means credentials authorizing service on vessels of less than 1,600 GRT/3,000 GT. 
3 Duplicate for MMC lost as result of marine casualty—No Fee. 
4 No Fee. 

(b) Fee payment procedures. Appli-
cants may pay— 

(1) All fees required by this section at 
the time the application is submitted; 
or 

(2) A fee for each phase as follows: 
(i) An evaluation fee when the appli-

cation is submitted. 
(ii) An examination fee before the 

first examination section is taken. 
(iii) An issuance fee before issuance 

of the MMC. 
(c) If the examination is adminis-

tered at a place other than a Regional 
Examination Center (REC), the exam-
ination fee must be paid to the REC at 
least one week before the scheduled ex-
amination date. 

(d) Unless the Coast Guard provides 
additional payment options, fees must 
be paid as follows: 

(1) Fee payments must be for the 
exact amount. 

(2) Fee payments may be made by 
electronic payment in a manner speci-
fied by the Coast Guard. For informa-
tion regarding current forms of elec-
tronic payment, go to the National 
Maritime Center’s (NMC) Web site, 
www.uscg.mil/nmc. To assist with the 
automation of mariner credential ap-
plications, applicants are encouraged 
to pay the fees electronically. 

(3) Payments may be made by cash, 
check, money order, or credit card. 

(4) Payments submitted by mail may 
not be made in cash. Mailed payments 

should specify the type of credential 
sought and the type of fee (e.g., evalua-
tion, examination, issuance) being 
paid. The address for sending payment 
by mail can be found at the NMC Web 
site, www.uscg.mil/nmc. 

(5) Checks or money orders must be 
made payable to the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and the full legal name and last four 
digits of applicant’s social security 
number must appear on the front of 
each check or money order. 

(e) Unless otherwise specified in this 
part, when two or more endorsements 
are processed on the same application 
the fees will be as follows: 

(1) Evaluation fees. If an applicant si-
multaneously applies for a rating en-
dorsement and a deck or engineer offi-
cer’s endorsement, only the evaluation 
fee for the officer’s endorsement will be 
charged. If an applicant simulta-
neously applies for a staff officer or 
radio officer endorsement along with 
the deck or engineer officer endorse-
ment, only the evaluation fee for the 
deck or engineer officer’s endorsement 
will be charged. No evaluation fee is 
charged for an STCW endorsement. 

(2) Examination fees. One examination 
fee will be charged for each exam or se-
ries of exams for an original, raise of 
grade, or renewal of an endorsement on 
an MMC taken within 1 year from the 
date of the application approval. An ex-
amination fee will also be charged to 
process an open-book exercise used to 
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renew an MMC. If an officer endorse-
ment examination under part 11 of this 
chapter also fulfills the examination 
requirements in part 12 of this chapter 
for rating endorsements, only the fee 
for the officer endorsement examina-
tion is charged. 

(3) Issuance fees. Only one issuance 
fee will be charged for each MMC 
issued, regardless of the number of en-
dorsements placed on the credential. 
There is no fee for a Document of Con-
tinuity. 

(f) The Coast Guard may assess addi-
tional charges to anyone to recover 
collection and enforcement costs asso-
ciated with delinquent payments or 
failure to pay a fee. The Coast Guard 
will not provide credentialing services 
to a mariner who owes money for 
credentialing services previously pro-
vided. 

(g) Anyone who fails to pay a fee or 
charge established under this section is 
liable to the United States Government 
for a civil penalty of not more than 
$6,500 for each violation. 

(h) No-fee MMC for certain applicants. 
For the purpose of this section, a no- 
fee MMC applicant is a person who is a 
volunteer or a part- or full-time em-
ployee of an organization that is— 

(1) Charitable in nature; 
(2) Not for profit; and 
(3) Youth oriented. 
(i) Determination of eligibility. (1) An 

organization may submit a written re-
quest to U.S. Coast Guard National 
Maritime Center, 100 Forbes Drive, 
Martinsburg, WV 25404, in order to be 
considered an eligible organization 
under the criteria set forth in para-
graph (h) of this section. With the writ-
ten request, the organization must pro-
vide evidence of its status as a youth- 
oriented, not-for-profit, charitable or-
ganization. 

(2) The following organizations are 
accepted by the Coast Guard as meet-
ing the requirements of paragraph (h) 
of this section and need not submit evi-
dence of their status: Boy Scouts of 
America, Sea Explorer Association, 
Girl Scouts of the United States of 
America, and Young Men’s Christian 
Association of the United States of 
America. 

(j) A letter from an organization de-
termined eligible under paragraph (h) 

of this section must also accompany 
the person’s MMC application to the 
Coast Guard. The letter must state 
that the purpose of the person’s appli-
cation is solely to further the conduct 
of the organization’s maritime activi-
ties. The applicant will then be eligible 
under this section to obtain a no-fee 
MMC if other requirements for the 
MMC are met. 

(k) An MMC issued to a person under 
paragraph (h) of this section will be en-
dorsed restricting its use to vessels 
owned or operated by the sponsoring 
organization. 

(l) The holder of a no-fee MMC issued 
under paragraph (h) of this section may 
have the restriction removed by paying 
the appropriate evaluation, examina-
tion, and issuance fees that would have 
otherwise applied. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77890, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.221 Citizenship. 

(a)(1) MMCs with officer Endorsements. 
Only individuals with valid U.S. citi-
zenship may apply for officer endorse-
ments, except individuals applying for 
endorsements as operators of 
uninspected passenger vessels author-
izing service on undocumented vessels 
in accordance with § 11.201(d) of this 
subchapter. 

(2) All other MMCs. All other appli-
cants, except as noted in § 12.809 of this 
subchapter, must be either: 

(i) A citizen of the United States; 
(ii) An alien, as defined under section 

101(a)(3) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) (the 
Act), who is lawfully admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence, 
as defined by section 101(a)(20) of the 
Act.; or 

(iii) A foreign national who is en-
rolled in the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy (USMMA). 

(b) Beginning April 15, 2009, proof of 
citizenship or alien status must be sub-
mitted to the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) with the appli-
cant’s TWIC application in accordance 
with 49 CFR 1572.17(a)(11). Until April 
15, 2009, proof of citizenship or alien 
status must be submitted by appearing 
at a Regional Exam Center. 

(c) TSA and the Coast Guard may re-
ject any evidence of citizenship that is 
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